March 5, 2001

MEMORANDUM TO: Samuel J. Collins, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Ashok C. Thadani, Director
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

FROM: William D. Travers  /RA/
Executive Director for Operations

SUBJECT: DIFFERING PROFESSIONAL OPINION ON
STEAM GENERATOR TUBE INTEGRITY

By memorandum dated February 1, 2001, Dr. Dana Powers, Chairman of the Advisory
Committee for Reactor Safeguards (ACRS) Ad Hoc Subcommittee on a Differing Professional
Opinion provided to me a draft copy of its summary report on matters pertaining to a differing
professional opinion on steam generator tube integrity. In its draft report, “Voltage-Based
Alternative Repair Criteria,” the Ad Hoc Subcommittee discussed its conclusions and
recommendations. This draft report was issued in final form as NUREG-1740 dated February
2001.

The Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) and the Office of Nuclear Regulatory
Research (RES) should review the ACRS Ad Hoc Subcommittee report and develop a joint
action plan to address the conclusions and recommendations. NRR and RES should
coordinate the responsibility for the development of the action plan tasks and schedules, as
necessary. The joint action plan should identify for each of these tasks (1) which organization
has lead responsibility, (2) the tasks which will be initiated (or the existing staff activities which
address the conclusions or recommendations), and (3) the time frame anticipated to complete
each task. The scope of work for each task should be described sufficient to establish how the
concerns identified in the ACRS Ad Hoc Subcommittee report will be addressed. Recognizing
that many of the ACRS’s recommendations represent new work for both NRR and RES,
resources needed to address the issues should be identified and prioritized in accordance with
established procedures and consistent with agency goals.

The action plan should be developed and provided to me within two months from the date of
issuance of this memorandum.

CcC: W. Kane, DEDR
C. Paperiello, DEDMRS
R. Zimmerman, NRR
M. Federline, RES
B. Sheron, NRR
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